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Center for the Study of Multicultural Children’s Literature 
 

BEST MULTICULTURAL CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF 2025 
 

Curated by Michael McLinn, Lettycia Terrones, Lessa Kanai’opua PelayoLozada, Amber Hayes, 
and Patricia Miranda 

 
ABUELA’S LETTER, by Debbie Zapata, illustrated by Alejandra Ruiz, unpaged, 
published by Magination Press, an imprint of the American Psychological Association, 
©2025, ISBN 978-1-433-84368-6, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
ALBERTO SALAS PLAYS PAKA PAKA CON LA PAPA: JOIN THE QUEST WITH 
PERU’S FAMED SCIENTIST AND POTATO EXPERT, by Sara Andrea Fajardo, 
Illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal, unpaged, published by Roaring Brook Press, 
©2025, ISBN 978-1-25083-861-2, (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
ALL THE BLUES IN THE SKY, by Renée Watson, 182 pages, published by 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-5476-0589-7, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
AND SHE WAS LOVED: TONI MORRISON’S LIFE IN STORIES, by Andrea Davis 
Pinkney, illustrated by Daniel Minter, unpaged, published by Little, Brown and 
Company, a division of Hatchette Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-0-316-18236-2, 
(Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
ANDRÉ: ANDRÉ LEON TALLEY -- A FABULOUSLY FASHIONABLE FAIRY TALE, 
by Carole Boston Weatherford and Rob Sanders, illustrated by Lamont O’Neal, 
unpaged, published by Henry Holt and Company ©2025, ISBN 978-1-250-88728-3, 
(Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
AT LAST SHE STOOD: HOW JOEY GUERRERO SPIED, SURVIVED, AND FOUGHT 
FOR FREEDOM, by Erin Entrada Kelly, 186 pages, published by Greenwillow Books, 
an imprint of  HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-06-321890-1, (Middle 
school, biography, nonfiction) 
 
BIG ENOUGH, written and illustrated by Regina Linke, unpaged, published by Little, 
Brown and Company, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-316-53115-3, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 
BLACK BOY, RISE, by Brynne Barnes, illustrated by Bryan Collier, unpaged, published 
by Chronicle Books LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-7972-0073-6, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 
BLACK MAMBAS, THE: THE WORLD‘S FIRST ALL-WOMAN ANTI-POACHING 
UNIT, written and photographed by Kelly Crull, unpaged, published by Millbrook Press, 
an imprint of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-8-7656-2725-9, 
(Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
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BLOOD IN THE WATER, by Tiffany D. Jackson, 255 pages, published by Scholastic 
Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-338-84991-2, (Middle school, 
fiction) 
 
BLUE SKY MORNING, written and illustrated by Kim Jihyun, translated by Polly 
Lawson, unpaged, published by Floris Books, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-78250-908-0, 
(Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
CEECEE: UNDERGROUND RAILROAD CINDERELLA, by Shana Keller, illustrated by 
Laura Freeman, unpaged, published by Charlesbridge Publishing, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 
978-1-62354-389-1, (Elementary school, fiction picture book) 
 
COACH, by Jason Reynolds, 248 pages, published by Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division, ©2025, ISBN 
978-8-3471-0237-2, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
DEAR NEW FRIEND, by Taraneh Matloob, illustrated by Alida Massari, unpaged, 
published by Red Comet Press LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-63655-146-3, (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
DÍA DE MUERTOS, by Jaque Jours, illustrated by Alejandra Ruiz, unpaged, published 
by Words & Pictures, an imprint of The Quarto Group, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-83600-091-
4, (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
DISPLACED, by Patrick Ochieng, 209 pages, published by Carolrhoda Books, an 
imprint of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-8-7656-4869-8, (Middle 
school, fiction) 
 
DON’T CAUSE TROUBLE, written and illustrated by Arree Chung, 240 pages, 
published by Henry Holt and Company, ©2025, ISBN 978-1250-88729-0, (Middle 
school, memoir, graphic novel) 
 
DOWN ON THE BAYOU, by Glenda Armand, illustrated by Alleanna Harris, unpaged, 
published by Crown Books for Young Readers, a division of Penguin Random House 
LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-70788-3, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
DREAM FOR THE LAND, by Laekan Zea Kemp, illustrated by Leo Espinosa, unpaged, 
published by Anne Schwartz Books, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a 
division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-71030-2, (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
ECHO PEOPLE, THE, by SD Youngwolf, illustrated by Shonto Begay, unpaged, 
published by Lee & Low Books Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-64379-084-8, (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
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EL NIÑO, by Pam Muñoz Ryan, illustrated by Joe Cepeda, 243 pages, published by 
Scholastic Press, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-338-06855-9, 
(Middle school, fiction) 
 
FAMILY FEAST! by Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by Frank Morrison, 
unpaged, published by Crown Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Random House 
Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-
89829-1, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
FISH FRY FRIDAY, by Winsome Bingham, illustrated by C. G. Esperanza, unpaged, 
published by Abrams Books for Young Readers, an imprint of ABRAMS, ©2025, ISBN 
978-1-4197-6693-0, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
GO TELL IT: HOW JAMES BALDWIN BECAME A WRITER, by Quartez Harris, 
illustrated by Gordon C. James, unpaged, published by Little, Brown and Company, a 
division of Hachette Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-0-316-48393-3, (Elementary school, 
fiction, picture book) 
 
GOLDEN NECKLACE, THE, by Mitali Perkins, illustrated by Maithili Joshi, 128 pages, 
published by Charlesbridge, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-62354-373-0, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
GRACIELA IN THE ABYSS, by Meg Medina, illustrated by Anna and Elena Balbusso, 
236 pages, published by Candlewick Press, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-5362-1945-6, (Middle 
school, fiction) 
 
HILWA’S GIFTS, by Safa Suleiman, illustrated by Anait Semirdzhyan, unpaged, 
published by Candlewick Press, ©2025, ISBN 978-1- 5362-2942-4, (Elementary school, 
fiction, picture book) 
 
HISTORY OF WE, THE, written and illustrated by Nikkolas Smith, unpaged, published 
by Kokila, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-61968-1, 
(Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
HOW SWEET THE SOUND, by Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Charley Palmer, 
unpaged, published by Little, Brown and Company, a division of Hatchette Group Inc., 
©2025, ISBN 978-0-316-44249-7, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
HOW TO SAY GOODBYE IN CUBAN, written and illustrated by Daniel Miyares, 223 
pages, published by Anne Schwartz Books, an imprint of Random House Children’s 
Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-56829-3, 
(Upper Elementary/Middle school, memoir, graphic novel) 
 
INCREDIBLY HUMAN HENSON BLAYZE, THE, by Derrick Barnes, 251 pages, 
published by Viking, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-
9848-3675-5, (Middle school, fiction) 
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INVISIBLE PARADE, THE, by Leigh Bardugo and John Picacio, unpaged, published by 
Little, Brown and Company, a division of Hatchette Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 979-0-
316-29570-3, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
IF KAMALA CAN...YOU CAN TOO! by Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by  
Ariana Pacino, unpaged, published by Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, an imprint of 
Sourcebooks Kids, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-4642-4798-9, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 
IT’S ALL OR NOTHING, VALE, by Andrea Beatriz Arango, 247 pages, published by 
Random House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, 
ISBN 978-0-593-81092-7, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
KAHO’OLAWE: THE TRUE STORY OF AN ISLAND AND HER PEOPLE, by Kamalani 
Hurley, illustrated by Harinani Orme, unpaged, published by Millbrook Press, an imprint 
of Lerner Publishing Group, ©2025, ISBN 979-8-7656-0501-1, (Elementary school, 
fiction, picture book) 
 
KENTE FOR JOJO by Bernard Mensah, illustrated by Elizabeth Zunon, unpaged, 
published by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division 
of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-56712-8, (Elementary school, 
fiction, picture book) 
 
KNOT IS NOT A TANGLE, A, by Daniel Nayeri, illustrated by Vesper Stamper, 
unpaged, published by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, 
a division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-80969-3, 
(Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
KWESI AND NANA RUBY LEARN TO SWIM, by Kobina Commeh, illustrated by  
Bárbara Quintino, unpaged, published by Barefoot Books, ©2025, ISBN 979-8-88859-
362-2, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
LEAVING ROOM, THE, by Amber McBride, 203 pages, published by Feiwel and 
Friends Book, an imprint of Macmillian Publishing Group, LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-250-
90808-7, (Middle school/High school, fiction) 
 
LEGENDARY FRYBREAD DRIVE-IN: INTERTRIBAL STORIES, edited by Cynthia 
Leitich Smith, 336 pages, published by Heartdrum, an imprint of HarperCollins 
Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-06-331426-9, (Middle school/High school, fiction, 
Stories) 
 
LEYENDAS, LEGENDES: 60 LATINE PEOPLE WHO CHANGED THE WORLD, by 
Mónica Mancillas, illustrated by Isadora Zeferino, 129 pages, published by Chronicle 
Books LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-7972-1198-5, (Middle school, biography) 
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LIBRARY IN THE WOODS,THE, by Calvin Alexander Ramsey, illustrated by R. 
Gregory Christie, unpaged, published by Carolrhoda Books, an imprint of Lerner 
Publishing Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-5415-9912-3, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 
LIFTOFF! HOW THEAPOLLO MOON MISSIONS MADE ALMA THOMAS’S ART 
SOAR, written and illustrated by Nina Crews, unpaged, published by Millbrook  
Press, an imprint of Lerner Publishing Group Inc., ©2025, ISBN 979-8-7656-4347-1, 
(Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
LITTLE REBELS, written and illustrated by Yuyi Morales, unpaged, published by Neal 
Porter Books/Holiday House, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-8234-4754-1, (Elementary school, 
fiction, picture book) 
 
MAKE A PRETTY SOUND: A STORY OF ELLA JENKINS – THE FIRST LADY OF 
CHILDREN’S MUSIC, by Traci N. Todd, illustrated by Eleanor Davis, unpaged, 
published by Chronicle Books LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-4521-7064-0, (Elementary 
school, biography, picture book) 
 
MENUDO SUNDAY: A SPANGLISH COUNTING BOOK, by María Dolores Águila, 
illustrated by Erika Meza, unpaged, published by Dial Books for Young Readers, an 
imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-46225-6, (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
MISTACO!: A TALE OF TRAGEDY Y TORTILLAS, written and illustrated by Eliza 
Kinkz, unpaged, published by Kokila, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, 
©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-70023-5, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
MUSIC INSIDE US: YO-YO MA & HIS GIFT TO THE WORLD, by James Howe, 
illustrated by Jack Wong, unpaged, published by Abrams Books for Young Readers, an 
imprint of ABRAMS ©2025, ISBN 978-1-4197-5521-7, (Elementary school, biography, 
picture book) 
 
MY ABUELA IS A BRUJA, by Mayra Cuevas, illustrated by Lorena Alvarez Gómez, 
unpaged, published by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, 
a division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-48063-2, 
(Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
MY HOME IS IN MY BACKPACK, by Eugenia Perrella, illustrated by Angela Salerno, 
unpaged, published by Floris Books, ©2025, ISBN 978-178250-925-7, (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
NEW SHOES FOR LEO: A STORY OF FAMILY, LOVE, AND ZAPATOS! by Lauren 
Agra Deedy, illustrated by Susan Gal, unpaged, published by Scholastic Press, an 
Imprint of Scholastic Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-338-77021-6, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 

http://www.csmcl.org/
mailto:CSMCL.org@gmail.com


Center for the Study of Multicultural Children’s Literature (CSMCL) 

Best Multicultural Children’s Books of 2025 – Published December 2025 - Page 6 of 10 

Website: www.CSMCL.org  Email: CSMCL.org@gmail.com 

 
                                             

NEXT YEAR IN THE WHITE HOUSE: BARACK OBAMA’S FIRST PRESIDENTIAL 
SEDER, by Richard Michelson, illustrated by E.B. Lewis, unpaged, published by Crown 
Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of 
Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-71158-3, (Elementary school, 
fiction, picture book) 
 
NIC BLAKE AND THE REMARKABLES: THE BOOK OF ANANSI, by Angie Thomas, 
463 pages, published by Clarion Books, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, 
ISBN 978-0-06-322518-3, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
NINE MOONS OF HAN YU AND LULI, THE, by Karina Yan Glaser, 420 pages, 
published by Allida, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-06-
328443-2, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY, by Maria Marianayagam, 237 pages, published by 
HarperCollins Children’s Books, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 
978-0-06-336092-1, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
ONE & ONLY GOOGOOSH,THE: IRAN’S BELOVED SUPERSTAR, written and 
illustrated by Azadeh Westergaard, unpaged, published by Viking, an imprint of Penguin 
Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-11463-6, (Elementary school, biography, 
picture book) 
 
ONE DIWALI DAY, by Dev Kothari, illustrated by Aditi Anand, unpaged, published by 
Candlewick Press, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-5362-4747-3, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 
OUR LAKE, written and illustrated by Angie Kang, unpaged, published by Kokila, an 
imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-69823-5, (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
PICKING TEA WITH BABA, by Xu Bin, illustrated by Yu Yin, Translated by Shan Chen, 
unpaged, published by Charlesbridge Publishing, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-62354-623-
6, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
PLACE FOR US, A, illustrated by James E. Ransome, unpaged, published by Nancy 
Paulsen Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-
32488-2, (Elementary school, fiction, wordless picture book) 
 
POLAR BEAR AND THE BALLERINA, THE, illustrated by Eric Velasquez, unpaged, 
published by Holiday House, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-8234-4918-7, (Elementary school, 
fiction, wordless picture book) 
 
POPO THE XOLO, by Paloma Angelina Lopez, illustrated by Abraham Matias, 
unpaged, published by Charlesbridge Publishing, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-62354-457-
7, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
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QUEEN BEES OF TYBEE COUNTY, THE, by Kyle Casey Chu, 309 pages, published 
by Quill Tree Books, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-06-
332695-8, (Middle school, fiction) 
 
REEL WISH, THE, by Yamile Saied Méndez, 356 pages, published by Tu Books, an 
imprint of Lee & Low Books Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-64379-643-7, (Middle school, 
fiction) 
 
RETURNING THE SWORD: HOW A JAPANESE SWORD OF WAR BECAME A 
SYMBOL OF FRIENDSHIP AND PEACE, by Caren Stelson, illustrated by Amanda 
Yoshida, unpaged, published by Carolrhoda Books, an imprint of Lerner Publishing 
Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 979-8-7656-1153-1, (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture 
book) 
 
REVOLUTIONS ARE MADE OF LOVE: THE STORY OF JAMES BOGGS AND 
GRACE LEE BOGGS, by Sun Yung Shin and Mélina Mangal, illustrated by Leslie 
Barlow, unpaged, published by Carolrhoda Books, an imprint of Lerner Publishing 
Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 979-8-7656-1152-4, (Elementary school, nonfiction, poetry, 
picture book) 
 
SACRED STONE CAMP, THE, by Rae Rose, illustrated by Aly McKnight, unpaged, 
published by Dial Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Penguin Randon House LLC, 
©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-69663-7, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
SAFE HARBOR, by Padma Venkatraman, 157 pages, published by Nancy Paulsen 
Books, an imprint of Penguin Randon House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-11250-2, 
(Middle school, fiction) 
 
SEA OF LEMON TREES, A: THE CORRIDO OF ROBERTO ALVAREZ, by Maria 
Dolores Aguila, 272 pages, published by Roaring Brook Press, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-
25034-261-4, (Middle school, historical fiction) 
 
SECRET RECIPE, THE, by Ilan Stavans, illustrated by Taia Morley, unpaged, published 
by Kar-Ben Publishing, an imprint of Lerner Publishing Group Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-
7284-8643-7, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
SPEAK UP SANTIAGO! by Julio Anta, illustrated by Gabi Mendez, 209 pages, 
published by RH Graphic, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books, a division of 
Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-65164-3, (Upper Elementary 
school/Middle school, fiction, graphic novel) 
 
(S)KIN, by Ibi Zoboi, 387 pages, published by Versify, an imprint of HarperCollins 
Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-06-288887-7 (Middle school/High school, fiction) 
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SIX TRIPLE EIGHT, THE: A TRUE STORY OF THE BLACK WOMAN BATTALION 
OF WORLD WAR II, by Tonya Abari, illustrated by Lance Evans, unpaged, published 
by HarperCollins Children’s Books, a division of HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 
978-0-06-326576-9 (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
SOMADINA, by Akwaeke Emezi, 304 pages, published by Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of 
Random House Children’s Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, 
ISBN 978-0-593-30907-0 (Middle school/High school, fiction) 
 
SUNDUST, written and illustrated by Zeke Peña, unpaged, published by Kokila, an 
imprint of Penguin Random House LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-593-70011-2 (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
THREE-YEAR TUMBLE, THE, written and illustrated by Dayeon Auh, translated by Tim 
Mohr, unpaged, published by North South Books, ©2025, ISBN 978-0- 7358-4574-9, 
(Elementary school, folklore, picture book) 
 
THROUGH THE TELESCOPE: MAE JEMISON DREAMS OF SPACE, by Charles R. 
Smith Jr., illustrated by Evening Monteiro, unpaged, published by Orchard Books, an 
imprint of Scholastic Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-338-81529-0, (Elementary school, fiction, 
picture book) 
 
TIGER SLAYER: THE EXTRAORDINARY STORY OF NUR JAHAN, EMPRESS OF 
INDIA by Rudy Lal, illustrated by Molly Crabapple, 174 pages, published by Norton 
Young Readers, an imprint of W.W. Norton & Company, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-324-
03033-1, (Middle school, biography) 
 
TO THE TOP OF THE WORLD: BARBARA HILLARY, THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN 
TO REACH THE NORTH AND SOUTH POLES by Deborah Blumenthal, illustrated by 
Anastasia Magloire Williams, unpaged, published by Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Publishing Division, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-6659-
2773-4, (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
TOGETHER, UNITED, by Tami Charles, illustrated by Bryan Collier, unpaged, 
published by Orchard Books, an imprint of Scholastic Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-338-
75205-2, (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
TWIST, TUMBLE, TRIUMPH: THE STORY OF CHAMPION GYMNAST ÁGNES 
KELETI, by Deborah Bodin Cohen and Kerry Olitzky, illustrated by Martina Peluso, 
unpaged, published by Kar-Ben Publishing, an imprint of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., 
©2025, ISBN 978-8-7656-1977-3, (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
UNEXPECTED LIVES OF ORDINARY GIRLS, THE, by J. Anderson Coats, 251 pages, 
published by Atheneum Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster 
Children’s Publishing Division., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-6659-6861-4, (Middle school, 
fiction) 
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WANDA HEARS THE STARS: A BLIND ASTRONOMER LISTENS TO THE 
UNIVERSE, by Amy S. Hansen with Wanda Díaz Merced, illustrated by Rocio Arreola 
Mendoza, unpaged, published by Charlesbridge Publishing Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1 
62354-487-4 (Elementary school, nonfiction, picture book) 
 
WANTING MONSTER, THE, by Martine Murray, illustrated by Anna Read, 76 pages, 
published by Enchanted Lion Books, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-59270-419-4 (Elementary 
school, fiction, picture book) 
 
WE ARE THE SCRAPPY ONES, by Rebekah Taussig, illustrated by Kirbi Fagan,  
unpaged, published by Carolrhoda Books, an imprint of Lerner Publishing Group, 
©2025, ISBN 978-1-7284-8770-0 (Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
WELCOME HOME, ESMERELDA, by Daniela Ramirez, illustrated by Maribel Lechuga, 
unpaged, published by Charlesbridge Publishing Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-1-62354-390-
7(Elementary school, fiction, picture book) 
 
WHEN ALEXANDER GRACED THE TABLE, by Alexander Smalls and Denene Millner, 
illustrated by Frank Morrison, unpaged, published by Denene Millner Books, Simon & 
Schuster Books for Young Readers, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-5344-8872-4 (Elementary 
school, memoir, picture book) 
 
WILD SONG, by Candy Gourlay, 274 pages, published by Carolrhoda Lab, an imprint of 
Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., ©2025, ISBN 979-8-7656-6263-2 (Middle school, 
historical fiction) 
 
WILL’S RACE FOR HOME, by Jewell Parker Rhodes, 196 pages, published by Little, 
Brown and Company, a division of Hachette Book Group Inc., ©2025, ISBN 978-0-316-
29933-6 (Middle school, historical fiction) 
 
WORLD ENTIRE, THE: A TRUE STORY OF AN EXTRAORDINARY WORLD WAR II 
RESCUE, by Elizabeth Brown, illustrated by Melissa Castrillón, unpaged, published by 
Chronicle Books LLC, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-4521-7098-5 (Elementary school, biography, 
picture book) 
 
XOLO, by Donna Barba Higuera, illustrations by Mariana Ruiz Johnson, 224 pages, 
published by Levine Querido, ©2025, ISBN 978-1-64614-702-1 (Upper 
elementary/Middle school, fiction) 
 
ZARINA DIVIDED, by Reem Faruqi, 326 pages, published by Harper, an imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers, ©2025, ISBN 978-0-06-328499-9 (Middle school, fiction) 
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